REMARKS 



Claims 1-38 are pending in this application. The Examiner rejected claims 1, 7, and 
14-38, and indicated that claims 2-6 and 8-13 contain allowable subject matter. In this 
amendment, claims 1, 21-22, 25, and 29-31 are amended. No new matter is being added. 

Interview 

An interview was held on December 4, 2009 in this case. In attendance were 
Examiner Mitchell and attorneys Sanjay Gadkari (Reg. No. 55,796) and Daniel Brownstone 
(Reg. No. 46,581). The claim amendments above are presented in view of that discussion. 

Recapture Rejection 

The Examiner rejected claims 21-38 under 35 U.S.C. § 251 for improper recapture. 
Claims 21-22, 25 and 29-31 as amended now include limitations the omission of which the 
Examiner identified as giving rise to the recapture rejection. In particular, the claims as 
amended and discussed during the interview describe a disk image as a mountable virtual 
representation of a physical storage volume or device. The recapture rejection should 
therefore now be withdrawn. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 7, 14, 16, 20-25, 29-34, and 36-38 under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as obvious in view of the combination of Willman and Whiting. The rejection 
is traversed. 

Claim 1 describes a system that includes a controller for creating a disk 
image of a physical storage volume (the source device). The controller then stores 
the disk image on a storage device accessible to a plurality of target computers. The 
disk image is a virtual representation of the physical storage volume, and can be 
mounted at each of the target computers. A disk image driver at each of the target 
computers enables the target computers to read files having different formats and 
located within the mounted disk image. 

Willman describes a system in which storage volumes of different file types 
can be mounted by an operating system (see Willman, Abstract). The operating 
system iterates through a list of file system drivers to locate an appropriate one that 
will allow the volume to be mounted (Willman, col. 2, lines 13-33). 

Willman does not describe the features of claim 1. For example, Willman 
does not describe or suggest the use of disk images. A disk image is a file that is 
itself stored on a storage medium, and which appears to computer system resources 
as though it were itself a physical storage device such as a hard disk drive (see, e.g., 
USPN 5,991,542 at col. 3, lines 29-34. As noted, the system of claim 1 includes a 
controller that creates such a disk image that is readable by target computers using 
a disk image driver. 
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The Examiner cites to col. 5, lines 59-60 of Willman to support the assertion 
that Willman discloses "a controller for creating a [disk image] 1 of the source 
device." At that location, Willman reads, "In the MS-DOS environment, floppy 
disks are referred to as volumes. Fixed disks (or hard disks) may be partitioned 
into multiple volumes" (col. 5, lines 57-60). 

While it is certainly true that fixed disks may be partitioned into multiple 
partitions in MS-DOS, a logical volume partition is not a disk image. A logical 
volume partition is a division of a single physical volume, such as a hard drive, such 
that different portions of the physical drive appear to the user or other application 
programs as though they were separate physical volumes. For example, in the MS- 
DOS context, a single volume may be addressable as a "C^" drive, which could be 
partitioned logically into two partitions, thus adding a "D:" drive. The partition is 
logical as opposed to physical — the hard drive is not physically separated into two 
hard drives. But these logical partitions are not disk images — files that are virtual 
representations of the storage media. Further illustrating the point, given a 
physical drive that is logically partitioned into two logical volumes, a disk image 
could be obtained from either partition, or of the entire physical drive. That disk 
image would be its own file, storable on any computer-readable medium having 
sufficient storage space. The disk image could then be mounted and accessed by a 
computer and would appear to an application or end user as if it were itself the 
storage volume of which it is an image — but it would remain, in fact, an image of 
the storage volume, and not the storage volume itself. 

Willman is not directed to the use of disk images, and thus does not teach the 
invention of claim 1. Nor does Whiting help to overcome this deficiency. Whiting 
describes a system that allows a user to use compressed data files as though they 
were uncompressed (Whiting, col. 1, liens 6-12). The operating system assigns a 
drive letter to a compression device driver as well as to a disk drive. After a 
swapping of parameters by the operating system, the user can then transparently 
accesses the compressed data files. 

Nothing in Whiting is related to the use of disk images, as claimed. Neither 
Willman nor Whiting, alone or in combination, teach, suggest or disclose a 
controller for creating a disk image or a disk image driver at a plurality of target 
computers that allow target computers to read files of different file formats on the 
disk image. Claim 1 is therefore patentable over the cited combination. 

Independent claims 16, 21, 22, 25, 29, 30 and 31 are also patentable over the 
combination of Willman and Whiting for at least the same reasons as claim 1. 
Dependent claims 7, 14-20, 23-24, 26-28 and 32-38 are also patentable over the cited 
references, as each recites its own patentable features as well as depending from a 
patentable independent claim. 



! The office action misquotes the claim language as "a controller for creating a 
representation of the source device. 
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If any matters remain outstanding prior to allowance, please do not hesitate 
to contact Applicants' attorney. 



Dated: March 10, 2010 



Respectfully submitted, 

By: /Daniel R. Brownstone 46581/ 
Daniel R. Brownstone, Reg. No.: 46,581 
Fenwick & West LLP 
Silicon Valley Center 
801 California Street 
Mountain View, CA 94041 
Tel.: (415) 875-2358 
Fax: (650) 938-5200 
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